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ORIGIN TRSE-00 
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APPROVED BY EB/OCA/CM/EMCKEON 
TREAS iFLWIDMAN 
EA/ANP/HTNELSON 
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061138 

R 151602Z JUL 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 

UNCLAS STATE 165852 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AS, EFIN 

SUBJECT: CHASE MANHATTAN BANK LOAN 
REE: MELBOURNE 0898 

1 . IN RESPONDING TO INQUIRIES, YOU SHOULD INDICATE THAT 
REPORT HAS NO TACTUAL BASIS INSOFAR AS USG IS AWARE. U.S. 

DOES NOT MAINTAIN RESTRICTIONS ON CAPITAL OUTELOWS, AND 
BANK LOANS DO NOT REQUIRE USG APPROVAL. USG HAS NOT BEEN 
CONTACTED (NOR WOULD IT EXPECT TO BE) REGARDING ANY LOAN 
TO AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BY U.S. BANKS. 

2. IN JUDGING QUALITY OE REPORT, FOLLOWING MAY PROVE 
USEFUL. CHASE MANHATTAN TOTAL ASSETS EQUALED 36 BILLION 
DOLLARS IN 1973. LOANS PORTION (COVERING DOMESTIC AS 
WELL AS FOREIGN LOANS) LESS THAN 50 PERCENT OF THAT, 

ROUGHLY FIFTEEN BILLION DOLLARS. PRIME RATE IN NOVEMBER 
WAS 10-1/4 PERCENT, SUBSTANTIALLY ABOVE 6 PERCENT REFERRED 
TO IN STORY. LARGEST SYNDICATED EURO-CURRENCY LOAN LAST 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 165852 

YEAR WAS MAJOR UNDERTAKING BY A LARGE NUMBER OF BANKS FOR 
A TOTAL OF 2-1/2 BILLION DOLLARS. INGERSOLL 
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